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phorata.* utfanguinis confiftentia Integra fervetur in pre* 
eeffij, mali, quod fit acidis & terreis adftringerstibus, ut 
Venenum ad peripheriam alliciatur, &c 

Amo 1714. Emanuel Timonius^ 

ConJlantinopoUtanus. 

IV. An Account of a Luminous Appearance in the 
Air at Dublin, on January the xith, i? l £. 
By Philip Pcrcival, Efe Brother to the %k 
Honourable the Lord Percival, and communicated 
by his Lordfhip to the fyyal Society. 

I Here fend you a Sketch of an odd appearance in the 
Sky ; it began about 1 o a Clock on Tuefday laft, but 
nothing very remarkable till about half an Hour after 
Eleven, when I was call'd out to fee it, by the Servants, 
who had been looking at it about half a quarter of an 
Hour, and told me it looked juft like Fire. But it ap- 
peared firft to me in long ftreams of light, of a round 
Body, as at A, and very bright, tho' fome were colou- 
red, as at A a. They came before the Wind, which was 
then Weft, as near as I could gueis, there not being a 
Cloud in the Sky, and the brighteft Moon I have known. 
We had Rain about Five, but at 6 a Clock the Night 
was clear. The Streams of Light A A, moved very 
flow, ( there being but little Wind) but as they moved 
they joined, and,""fwelling out in the middle, formed 
thcmfelves into the Figure b b B, continuing to advance 
llowly in that Ihape for about a Minute, when the two 
Ends "b b, approaching near each other, as defcribed by the 

D :ptick'<# 
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prick'd Lines, the advanced part B, fuddenly, and with 

great, fwiftnefs, ran back, and joining it felf with the 

Ends b b, formed ic felf into the Figure C, quivering in 

the upper part, and darting down perpendicularly in fliarp 

Points/ as atDDD; and its Colour from a bright 

Light changed inro the colours of a Rain-bow, but much 

fainter. It continued this way about a Minute, and then 

the (harp points ODD, .gathering themfelves up into C, 

it changed again into a iquare Sheet of Light, as at E, 

and fweird out at F, as before at B; and advancing 

leifurely, repeated the fame Scene as before, till it feem'd 

at a great diftance to difperfe it felf into fmall thin light 

Clouds; the* 'tis probable that to thole who faw it in a 

like Situation* as it travell'd, ic might make the fame 

appearance as it did to me. I was very particular in ob- 

ferving k f and the next Morning drew it, and I think 

very cxa&ly. I lhould have continued longer to look 

at it, ( which I did for above a quarter of an Hour ) but 

that it was excetfive cold ; the beginning of it was very 

like the Aurora Borealis, which has been very frequent 

this Winter here* 
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V. Of the Infinity of the Sphere of Ftxd Stars, 
iy Edmund Haliey, L. L. D* R. S. S. 

"^B £ Syftem of the World, as it is now under- 
flood, is taken to occupy the whole Abyfs of Space, 
and to be as fuch actually infinite ; and the appearance 
of the Sphere of Fixt Stars, (till difcoveringfmaller and 
fmaller ones, as you apply better Telefcopes, feems to 
confirm this Dodirine* And indeed, w r ere the whole Sy- 

ftem 




